THE    MEMOIRS    OF
sentries who had escaped death on the previous day, was
called upon to scrutinize each man as he came forward, with
a view to identifying those who had been on deck during the
attempted seizure; and each prisoner was stripped. If no
wound showed, and the sentry failed to identify the man as a
participant in the mutiny, he was interrogated as to his know-
ledge of the details of the plot and to the identity of the ring-
leaders responsible for the outbreak, the promised reward
for accurate information being Immediate benefits for the rest
of the voyage, and a strong recommendation from the senior
officer and the ship's master for his liberty on landing at
Port Jackson.
Rashleigh, being an inveterate and well-known lie-abed
who was never on deck In the morning until driven there by
compulsion, combined with the fact that his position of clerk
to the surgeon made it unlikely that the leaders of the mutiny
would have confided their plans to him, was dismissed as
innocent of complicity. In the end about twenty prisoners
were specifically identified and, after a severe public flogging,
were heavily ironed and confined in a den under the fore-
castle for the remainder of the voyage. No amount of ques-
tioning produced any reliable Information as to who the
leaders had been, and the Inquiry closed on the assumption
that they were the men who had been shot dead, and those
who had jumped overboard at the failure of the attempted
seizure.
The normal routine, varied only by the posting of five
sentries on deck Instead of three, was resumed, and no unto-
ward incident occurred until a few days after the Magnet had
passed the island of St. Peter and St. Paul. One day a sail
was reported standing on a course which would bring her
close across the Magnet's course. She was a long, low
schooner with raking masts, and in the captain's phrase,
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